ii4          EDUCATION WITH A TRADITION
know each other personally, and, especially, be known bythe
Superior General   The increase of members, and other
causes, before long made this impossible; thereare atpresent
eight1 houses of novitiate, six in Europe, one in the United
States, and one in South America.   The novitiate lasts two
years, at the end of which the religious vows of poverty,
chastity and obedience are taken. . . . The five years fol-
lowing the vows are spent either in study or teaching or in
the many other functions belonging to community life;
they are looked upon as a time of training, but also of
active participation in the duties and responsibilities of the
whole Community. . . . At the end of five years, normally,
there is a break, and six months of a second novitiate are
given as a last probation to prepare for profession. The find
preparation for this act is to go through the exercises of the
long retreat of St. Ignatius, generally lasting for a period
of twenty-six days.   At the end of this time the Aspirants
solemnly take again the vows of Religion, the choir re-
ligious adding to them a vow to consecrate themselves to the
education of youth.   This is not understood as an obliga-
tion to teach, but to concur in the work of education by
the many other means of direct action in the training and
education of children, or even by directing the intention
of other kinds of service to the same end.   Both choir
religious and lay-sisters add to the vows of Religion a vow
of stability or perseverance in the Order from which the
Holy See alone can grant dispensation." 2
In the English biography of St. Madeleine Sophie, we
read: " The exterior qualifications looked for in one who
wishes to enter the Society of the Sacred Heart are not
1 There are, at date of writing, nine noviceships, a second one having been
established in South America.
8 Society of 'tie Sacred Heart, pp. 24-7, Janet Erskine Stuart.